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Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance is
the statewide voice for non-motorized
trail users, helping people build, connect
and promote trails for a healthier and
more prosperous Michigan.



MTGA
CATALYST FUND

SPURRING TRAIL COMPLETION

The MTGA Catalytic Fund was established last summer thanks to an anonymous
donor's generosity. This commitment underscores the donor's dedication to
transparency and accountability in supporting the infancy stages of trail projects.

The Fund emphasizes capacity building, providing much-needed support for
organizations embarking on trail development or improvement efforts. It supports
projects like feasibility analyses and preliminary studies, enabling organizations
to identify potential challenges and opportunities in their trail initiatives.

This accomplishment signifies a pivotal investment in early-stage trail
development, aiming to accelerate trail completion and provide crucial
funding for local nonprofits and "Friends of the Trail" groups. Updates on the
developments spurred by the Fund are slated for 2024.




West Michigan Trails

Awarded $2,500 to acquire planning
services for creating a regional,
nonmotorized master trail plan. The
plan shall include existing trails,
planned trails, improvements,
connections, gaps, and an action plan.

CATALYST FUND
2023 RECIPIENTS

Lowertown Riverfront Conservancy

Awarded $5,000 to develop and
complete Broadway Park West's trail
system design documentation. Once
completed, the trail system will connect
existing Border to Border and Treeline
trails while providing a unique destination
location with facilities, dining, and
recreational activities.

Muskegon County Bicycle Coalition

Awarded $5,000 to undertake the
Muskegon/Grand Haven Area
Greenways Planning process to connect
urban and suburban residents to these
regional trails through low-stress active
transportation routes. Resulting in a
comprehensive plan with robust
community engagement, identification of a
complete network

Chamber Alliance of Mason County

Awarded $5,000 for trail segment
analysis and prioritization for their Mason
County Trails Development Plan. This
process would serve as the first phase of
their ultimate project: fo create a multi-use
trail system that will connect with regional
trail systems.



TRAIL ADVOCATES EXPLORE
FUNDING SOLUTIONS

This summer, Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance embarked on a trail
tour alongside former Governor Rick Snyder, Michigan Department of
Transportation Director Kirk Steudle, and Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Director Keith Creagh.

This tour highlighted the Acme Connector, TART Trails, and Boardman Lake
Loop, showcasing the tangible outcomes of trail investments made possible
by Governor Snyder's vision for Michigan as The Trails State.

MTGA recognizes and expresses gratitude for Governor Snyder's dedication
to trail development, acknowledging the importance of thanking those who
perceive trails as valuable investments.

The tour not only showcased completed trails but also initiated discussions
on long-term funding solutions to sustain and expand these vital networks.
MTGA remains enthusiastic about continuing this trail legacy, collaborating
with the current administration to enhance Michigan's trail systems further.
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SHAPING AN
EV FUTURE

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance actively participates in the Ford Blue Table
Forum, collaborating with various organizations to shape a zero-emissions transportation
future in Michigan. This engagement focuses on electric vehicle (EV) advancements and
essential infrastructure, fostering inclusivity, and addressing critical challenges.
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For MTGA, this engagement is crucial as it aligns with our
commitment to environmental sustainability. We closely track
e-bike trends and monitor developments in the transportation

sector, aiming to promote eco-friendly transportation options
and equitable access to advancements.

Our involvement reflects our dedication to supporting
environmentally friendly initiatives and shaping Michigan's
more inclusive and sustainable transport system.




PRIORITIZING TRAILS

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance engaged in advocacy efforts to secure funding for 34
shovel-ready projects, but despite the unsuccessful pursuit of appropriations, valuable insights
were gained. Legislators continue to need to pay more attention to trails and recreational
amenities, considering them elective rather than essential components of community well-being
and economic development.

This perception deficit poses a challenge, necessitating a shift in mindset to recognize trails as
crucial infrastructure for Michigan's identity and vitality. Moving forward, MTGA aims to
reshape this narrative, emphasizing the necessity of investing in trails to improve Michigan's
community health, vibrancy, and economic prosperity.




DIVERSIFYING FUNDING

MTGA worked to revamp its platform, prioritizing member and
community needs while diversifying funding sources. Efforts
focused on expanding the funding portfolio by growing the
membership base and cultivating relationships with private donors.
This evolution aligned MTGA's goals with user aspirations, driving

the active pursuit of broader financial support.

A notable milestone in 2023 was MTGA securing a $51,060
grant from the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan. The
grant significantly bolstered our capacity-building efforts, enabling
expanded work in creating and maintaining trails that enhance
community well-being and connectivity statewide. This support
ensures communities have access to resources and expertise
necessary for environmentally responsible and inclusive trail
development, benefiting residents and visitors alike.




Donations

27%

Other
6% Grants
64%

Memberships

3%

FUNDING OUR
EFFORTS

2023 Fiscal Year
Oct 2022-Sept 2023

Total Revenue: $205,430



DONORS & MEMBERS

Gerald & Sharon Ambrose*
Josh Anderson

Dave & Joanne Anstess*
Brian & Elizabeth Bachynski*
Diane Bancroft

Nancy Basford*

Mark & Monica Bauer
Brian Beauchamp*
Richard & Rhoda Beaujean*
Kathlyn Beerthuis*
Eugene Bego

Robert Berard

Gerald & Cheryl Bigoness
Neal Billetdeaux

Laura Blum

Nancy Bluth

Edith Boelio Talia

Robert Boorsma*

Agata Borowiecki
Roberta Boyle*

Mark Brochu

Collin Buerkle

Jennifer Burns*

Joseph Calcaterra*
Lorraine Callis*

Canton Township*
Norman Carver*

David Cassard

Angela Cheers*

Edward & Janet Chlystek
City of Petoskey*

Julie Clark

Robin Clark

Dave Cluley

Steven Cohn

Gary Cole

Lynne Coles

Thomas & Nancy Coles
James Conboy*

Ann Conklin

Christopher Cook*

Lisa Crandall*

Lee Culver*

Thomas Dabrowiak *
Maryann Daddow*

Larry Deck

Claire DeCoster*

Darlene DeHudy

Lauri Dolinshek*

Larisa & Kenneth Draves
Jeffery Dumiller*

Duane Dunlap*

James & Rod Ebrite*

James Edwards

John Elsinger*

Lisa Eitel Campbell
Reynolds & Gail Farley
Michael Fifelski & Lisa Roberts*
John Fleming

Tom & Catherine Freeman
Paul Friday*

Friends of Berrien County Trails*
Friends of the Detroit River*
Bruce Geffen*

Cheryl Globke*

William Gordon*

Gaston & Nancy Gosselin*
Mary Graham

Lisa Gravlin*

Greenway Collaborative Inc*
Paul Griffith*

Margaret Grodecki*

Kimberly Groenenboom*
Betty Guerriero™

John Guettler*

Heather Gulley*
Maureen Gumaer

Joyce Halstead*

Cherry Hamrick*
Jacquelyn Hanna*
Richard Hansen

Jeff & Deb Hardcastle
Daniel & Deanna Harrison*
Susan Haskins

Lori Hausbeck*

Brian Heitman*
Lawrence Hennessey
Ronald & Phyllis Herrin
Leon Hertz*

Ed & Ginnie Hessler
Dawn Highhouse

Karen Hildebrandt*
Sonia Hill

Bonnie & Gary Hollander
Neil Hornbeck

Darin Horton

J.B. Hoyt*

Eldridge Huntington
Elizabeth & Gregory Iszler
Jackson County Park*
Marcy Jacobs*

Susan Johnson

David Kachel*

James Kampmann

David & Marsha Keeler
Stephen Keifer

D.J & M.L Keith*
Candice Kerby

Deborah Ketner

Kathleen Kickham

John Klarich

FW Kleinhaus

Lou Kloet

Patricia Klos

Kenneth Kolk*

Wayne Koppa*

Joseph & Elizabeth Kowalski*
Carol Krigbaum

Ralph Krug

Bob Krzewinski

Miles Kusik*

Susan Laabs

Michael & Vicki LaCharite
Andrea LaFontaine

Im & Anne Lambrecht*
Gordon & Mary Larsen
George Laws

Steven Leber

Steve & Maria Leiby
Florian Lenneman*
Beverly LeTourneau™
Thomas Lombardi

Daniel & Brenda Lonowski*
Girts Lorencis

Daniel & Katherine Lutey*
Allan Macaulay*

Betsy Madorsky

Erin Madorsky

Jed Maker*

Rosalie Mancier

Larry Manion

John Marshall

Judy & John Marx

Nancy Mathias*

Joseph Medwick*

Julie Metty Bennett

Karen Metz*

MI Association of Health Plans
Bonnie Michalak*

Patrick Michel

Brian Miller*

Frances Miller

Rex Miller*

Shelley Miller*

Thomas & Deborah Miller*
Rosemary Mills

Julie Momber

John Morrison*

Arthur Mullen

Sandra Munson

Peter Murdoch*

Jill, Joanne & Ernie Natalini
Phil Newton

Jane Norton*

Kellie & Dan O'Toole

Mark Olexa*

Colleen Olin*

Ron & Lynn Olson*

Dennis Pace & Anne Grofvert
Paddle Antrim*

James & Diana Penick*
Karen Petersmarck*

Fred & Jayne Pettinga
Penny Pinson™*

Nan Plummer

Peter Potoski*

Mark Poublon*

Preserve Michigan’s Future Fund
William & Carole Presson
Rob Pulcipher*

Robert Quinn

Debbie Radloff*

George Raimer*

Allen Rayl Jr

Herbert Ritsema

George Ritz

Cheryl Robisch*

Jane Rodgers*

Constance Ross

E. Alan Rumbaugh

Katheen Ryan & Paul Rutledge*
Saginaw County Parks & Rec*
Peter & Anita Sandretto
George Scherden

Donald Schneider*

Eric & Eva Schoettle*
SEMCOG*

John Shafer*

Tamara Shepherd

Jim Siegel*

Jeffrey Smith*

Krista Soltis*

South Lyon Cycle & Sports*
Greg Southwell*

Joanna Spencer*

Stantec Consulting Services*
Diane Steeh

Jan Stegmann

Amy Storm™

Jeffrey Super

David Swanson*

Kim Tabor

Katrina Tanner*

Robert Tarabula*

TART Trails*

Robert Teeter*

Stella Thelen*

Stephanie Thompson*
Toni Thompson

Joan Tintera*

Jennifer & Ati Tislerics
Top of Michigan Trails Council*
Michael & Julie Traver*
Larry Tripp*

Roger & Rebecca Tuuk
Michael Unsworth

Randy Valko

Jane VanHouten™

Alan & Norma VanKerckhove*
Nancy Volpe

Josef & Karen Wainz
Donald Ward*
Washtenaw Bicycling &
Walking Coalition*
Stephan& Susan Watson*
Alan Weintraub

Joyce Weise™

Karen Wells*

Kathleen Whalen

Edward & Marilyn Williams
John & Barbara Wilson*
Leslie Wilson

Barbara Winckler*

Justin Winslow

Thomas Woiwode

Lynn Woolsey

Ron & Laurie Wurst

Ellen & Thomas Yax*
Joan Zdan*

Angie Zill*



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair
Julie Clark - Traverse City

Vice-Chair
Gary Wood - New Buffalo

Treasurer

Jason Church - Perry

Secretary

Neal Billetdeaux - Manchester

Liaison

El Huntington - Farmington Hills

Past Chair
Ann Conklin - Canton

Board Members

Julie Metty Bennett - Whitmore Lake
Mark Brochu - Marysville

Ron Block - Lansing

Elizabeth Iszler - Ann Arbor

Lonnie Kester - Millington
Rob Pulver - Rockford

STAFF

Executive Director

Andrea LaFontaine

Communications & Outreach Manager
Alyssa Walters

MICHIGANTRAILS.ORG
/MICHIGANTRAILS

@MICHTRAILS
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As a result of our work, projects were planned

were secured

INFO@MICHIGANTRAILS

!

MICHIGAN TRAILS & GREENWAYS ALLIANCE
and trails are being built

!

ing resources and support to
access is easier

hundreds of communities and trail users around the state
MICHIGANTRAILS.ORG

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance works alongside

When we create more miles of tra
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