














Michigan Trails Applauds Trail Award Winners

---> Continued from page 4
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be awarded to
Dave
Monstrey for
his work on
the Traverse
Area
Recreation
and Trans-
portation
Trails, or
TART Trails.

Monstrey is
one of the
founders of
the Leelanau
Trail, the
first and only
President of
the Leelanau
Trail
Association,
a TART Trails alumni board member, member of

the Safety, Operation and Maintenance Committee,

a donor and the Leelanau Trail Crew Ambassador.
Monstrey has recorded over 1200 volunteer-hours with
TART Trails.
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| Mike Levine, courtesy Rob Pulver

A long history of partnerships with
the state led Michigan Trails to
recognize a State Agency Employee
Trail Advocate of the Year and to
name it after Mark Mandenberg
the Michigan Department of
Natural Resource’s former Non-
Motorized Trail Grant Coordinator.
Mandenberg lived a life of trails
from his days as an Eagle Scout

in East Lansing carrying through
his many years working in trail development in

the MDNR. Mandenberg passed recently after a
courageous battle with cancer. Like Mark, the award
recipient must demonstrate an unusual and unique
commitment beyond normal job expectations for work
on developing and managing Michigan’s trails.

| Mark Mandenberg |

Roger Storm MDNR’s Trailway Acquisition Specialist,
is the 2018 Mark Mandenberg State Agency Employee
Trail Advocate of the Year awardee. Storm is a long-
time trail advocate and the former Michigan Chapter
of Rails to Trails Conservancy State Coordinator. He

is currently administering the Department’s Trailway
Acquisition Program.

“Michigan has come to be known as The Trails State
because of the remarkable work that individuals like
Roger Storm have done on trails across the state,”

said Paul Yauk, State Trails Coordinator for MDNR’s
Parks and Recreation Division. “When I speak to local
community officials and leaders, one thing I always
tell them is to find your trail champion - someone in
your community who is going to take ownership of a
trail project and see that it is a priority. Roger has been
Michigan’s trail champion.”

The Michigan Trails Non-Profit/Local Agency
Employee Trail Advocate of the Year is given to a
current employee of a non-profit or local governmental
agency who demonstrates an unusual and enduring
commitment to advancing trails policy, trails
development or trails advocacy. The 2018 recipient is
Kenny WawsczykRegional Trail Coordinator for the
North Country Trail Association.

Wawsczyk joined the

NCTA as the Regional Trail
Coordinator for the state of
Michigan in 2015 and has
made a significant impact on
the North Country National
= Scenic Trail (NCT) throughout
il the state and within the
Michigan trails community.

As the NCTA Regional Trail Coordinator, Kenny
coordinates the work of 12 NCTA Chapters and helps
to design and implement projects across the 1,150
miles of NCT in Michigan. His contributions to the
trail on a local and regional level have helped to raise
the profile of the NCT and strengthen relationships
with federal, state and local agency partners and land
managers across the state.
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Making Michigan A Water Trails State
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Information Access Association; the Blueways of
St. Clair; and the Southwest Michigan Planning
Commission that have spurred development of
locally-designated water trails. There are also

key individuals like Emily Meyerson who have
advocated for a state water trail program for
years; in fact much of the foundational work that
Morrison is looking at was done by Emily when
she was a DNR employee. Michigan Trails wants to
specifically highlight their efforts and thank them
for leading the way.

We are all anxiously awaiting the first round of

designations and look forward to continuing to
partner in the efforts to add water more trails to
Michigan’s nation-leading trail system!

Sincerely,

| Huron River Water Trail, courtesy of Huron River Watershed Council |

Bob Wilson,
Executive Director

[ Want to experience a Michigan water trail? Visit WWW.
michiganwatertrails.org for maps and descriptions.

MICHIGAN WATER
" TRAILS

Michigan Trails History

---> Michigan Trails & Daniel Spegel, Michigan History Center/MDNR
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Chief Okemos, courtesy
ichigan Trails is proud to work with the Facebook page Portand State Game Area/
L . Chief Okemos Memorial
MMDNR and Michigan History Center to at https://facebook.
promote historical interpretation along com/michigantrails/ to discover the answer!
Michigan's over 12,500 miles of state-designated trails
and pathways. History telling helps people connect 1) What was the first rail corridor to be converted to a
with trails and increases the likelihood they'll share trail in Michigan?
their trail experience with others. How much do you 2) What U.S. highway was constructed along The
know about history of the trails in our state? Great Sauk Trail?
3) What National Scenic Trail passes through
Here are a couple of quiz questions - we'll continue Michigan?
to test your knowledge in upcoming issues. Visit our
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1213 Center Street

Lovsing M 43903

Join us for the
Michigan Trails Annual
Meeting at Hamburg
Township Hall on
October 14 at 12:00
p.m. Please use the
enclosed ballot to vote
for board members.

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance is the statewide
voice for non-motorized trail users, helping people build,
connect and promote trails for a healthier and more
prosperous Michigan.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dennis Pace, Chair

Ann Conklin, Vice Chair
Steve Shults, Treasurer
Neal Billetdeaux, Secretary
Diane Bancroft

Ron Bock

Harry Burkholder

Julie Clark

James Conboy

El Huntington

Lonnie Kester

Andrea Ketchmark
Stephen Linder

Jack Minore

Rob Pulver

Toni Thompson

Paul Wiklanski

Justin Winslow

CHAIR EMERITA
Carolyn Kane

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Dick Allen

Bill Bobier

Sam Lovall

Barbara Nelson-Jameson
Bill Rustem

MICHIGAN TRAILS STAFF

Bob Wilson, Executive Director

Amanda Hathaway Frattarelli, Assistant Director
Andrea LaFontaine, Trail Ambassador

John Calvert, Trail Advocate

Carol Wreggelsworth, Trail Advocate

Michigan Trails & Greenways Alliance
1213 Center St., Suite D | PO Box 27187
Lansing MI 48909

Telephone: 517-485-6022

www.michigantrails.org | info@michigantrails.org

Affiliated with the Michigan Fitness Foundation
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